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FRONTERA MADRE(HOOD)
BROWN MOTHERS CHALLENGING OPPRESSION AND
TRANSBORDER VIOLENCE AT THE U.S.-MEXICO BORDER

EDITED BY CYNTHIA BEJARANO AND MARIA
CRISTINA MORALES

Bringing to light the activism and resistance of mothers in the
borderlands

The topic of mothers and mothering transcends all spaces, from popular cul-
ture to intellectual thought and critique. This collection of essays bridges both
methodological and theoretical frameworks to explore forms of mothering
that challenge hegemonic understandings of parenting and traditional notions
of Latinx womxnhood. It articulates the collective experiences of Latinx,
Black, and Indigenous mothering from both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border.
Thirty contributors discuss their lived experiences, research, or commu-
nity work challenging multiple layers of oppression, including militarization
of the border, border security propaganda, feminicides, drug war and colo-
nial violence, grieving and loss of a child, challenges and forms of resistance
by Indigenous mothers, working mothers in maquiladoras, queer mother-
ing, academia and motherhood, and institutional barriers by government
systems to access affordable health care and environmental justice. Also cen-
tral to this collection are questions on how migration and detention restruc-
ture forms of mothering. Overall, this collection encapsulates how moth-
ering is shaped by the geopolitics of border zones, which also transcends
biological, sociological, or cultural and gendered tropes regarding ideas of
motherhood, who can mother, and what mothering personifies.

CYNTHIA BEJARANO is a regents professor in the Gender and Sexuality Studies
Program and the College of Arts and Sciences Fulton Endowed Chair at New Mexico State
University. Her scholarship centers on intersectionality and violence at the U.S.-Mexico
border.

MARIA CRISTINA MORALES is a professor of sociology at the University of
Texas at El Paso who studies the structural inequalities at the U.S.-Mexico border and those
targeting Latinx people. She is the co-author of Latinos in the U.S.
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